Antioch

Asian Indian Fellowship

Austin Grove

Benton Heights

Benton’s Cross Roads

Bethel

Calvary

Centerview

Central

Christ

Corinth

Covenant

East Campus Ministries

Ebenezer

El Buen Pastor

Elizabeth Missionary

Emmanuel

Euto

Fairfield

Faith

Faulks

Fellowship

First Baptist Indian Trail

First Baptist Marshville

First Baptist M onroe

First Baptist Weddington

Forest Hills

Foundation

Freedom Biker Church

Friendly

Hamilton Cross Roads

HartisGrove

Hermon

Hillcrest

Hmong

Hopewsell

Howie

King Memorial

Korean Global Mission

L akeview

Lanes Creek

LeePark

LifePoint

Love

Macedonia

Mary Elizabeth

Midway

Mill Creek

Mountain Springs

Mt. Harmony

Mt. Moriah

Mt. Olive

Mt. Pleasant

Mt. Zion

New Hope

New Life

New LifeBrazilian

New Salem

Oak Grove

Oakland

OliveBranch

Open Church of Charlotte

Philadelphia

Pleasant Hill

Providence

Real Life Church of
South Charlotte

Roanoke

Sandy Ridge

Sardis

Secrest Grove

Shiloh

Solid Rock

South Monroe

Sutton Park

Trinity

Union

Union Grove

Waxhaw

Weddington Community

West Monroe

Westend

Wingate

YOUTH NIGHT

at

OPERATION CHRISTMASCHILD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2011

7-10 pm

Pizza dinner will be served,
provided by the UBA Y outh Committee.
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2011 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®
National Goal: §175 million

Wik o Prar b ntiiruitital Miiborc Decrrbar 4 - 11, 2001

WAMIBMSSIONS.COM  Olur church goal P

CHRISTMAS COMMUNION
SERVICE
and
LUNCH MEETING
for
MINISTERS, SPOUSES,
and STAFF

Benton’s Cross Roads
Baptist Church
109 Lawyers Rd. East
Monroe NC 28110

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 8§, 2011

10:30 AM
Please RSV P (704-283-8383)

Donna Pittman
Christmas Toy Store

Saturday,
December 10, 2011

8am - 6pm

Union Baptist Association
1744 Williams Road
Monroe NC 28110

Collection week continues through December 2, 2011 at
the UBA. If you would like to donate new toys, bring
them to the UBA by Dec. 2. Please leave price on toys.




Dennis Dialogue:

“The Extraordinary Ordinary”
“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.” Luke 2:8

It was an ordinary night out on the hillside. Men doing the work their fathers before them
had done for countless days — the third shift, watching and protecting their sheep. They
took their job seriously, but for granted. It wasn't like there were hourly threats to their
charges. Even stealing sheep was rarely attempted. The routine was numbing and the

hours crept by.

Down in the valey the tiny village slept, crushed by the influx of a current generation coming to pay their
taxes. Even though pushed into the stable, the birth of the young couple’ s first child was seemingly only one
of thousands that day. In the ordinary passing of time, people lived out their lives.

Thiswas about to change! Angels began to sing, and suddenly the world was turned upside down. God chose
to break into the ordinary lives of men and women and make His Presence known. The moment

became el ectric, charged with the awareness of the activity of God. Some define extraordinary as the
inconceivable or remarkable, and ordinary as normal or usual. Surely this was an extraordinary moment in
time.

We tend to look to these defining moments as the true measure of our living. But, one wonders if the
ordinary isn't atreasure where we will find the extraordinary activity of God on our behalf. The gift of life
itself is perhaps the greatest mystery. God formed us and breathed into us His breath of life. Our bodies are
an incredible miracle. Consider the various systems within us functioning in harmony for decades;
circulatory, respiratory, digestive and neurological. Ponder the Earth itself, alone blue marvel in our
universe; aworld teeming with innumerable life.

We miss the point when we fail to see the extraordinary ordinary. What is accomplished when God
transforms the ordinary into the extraordinary? The old becomes new. Death becomes life. The broken are
healed, the lost are found, the addict is set free, and the hopeless find purpose and meaning. Salvation brings
the power to change lives so they may fully develop and reach their potential.

The purpose of what God did two thousand years ago was to bring the extraordinary to our ordinary lives.
Every day isamiraclefor usto experience and explore. Every breath isagift of life and holds the
profound truth that He is our breath of life.

This Christmas, celebrate the ordinary days of your living, for they are an extraordinary gift made possible by

that pivotal moment in history when God gave us His Son. The challenge is not to live for the coming of an
annual celebration of Christmas but to discover the Christmas gift opening in our daily lives.

i

Gay and | wish for you a Blessed Christmas filled with light and love.




CHURCH

Antioch

Austin Grove

Benton Heights
Benton's Cross Roads
Bethel

Calvary

Centerview

Central

Christ

Corinth

Covenant

Ebenezer

El Buen Pastor
Elizabeth Missionary
Emmanuel

Euto

Fairfield

Faith

Faulks

Fellowship

Forest Hills
Foundation

Friendly

Hamilton Cross Roads
Hartis Grove
Hermon

Hillcrest

Hopewell

Howie

Indian Trail First
King Memorial
Korean Baptist/Charlotte

Korean Global Msn. Ch.

Lakeview
Lanes Creek
Lee Park
LifePoint

Love
Macedonia
Marshville-First
Mary Elizabeth
Midway

Mill Creek
Monroe-First
Mount Harmony
Mountain Springs
Mt. Moriah

Mt. Olive

Mt. Pleasant
Mt. Zion

New Hope
New Life

New Salem
Oak Grove
Oakland

Olive Branch

MONTHLY CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2011

OCTOBER Year-to-Date

CHURCH

166.66
354.16
0.00
532.50
0.00
0.00
349.79
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
108.00
0.00
98.39
0.00
425.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
40.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
375.00
1,750.00
0.00
450.00
0.00
150.00
150.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
558.83
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
192.76
0.00
644.32
0.00
1,290.99
0.00
300.00
330.63
0.00
0.00

1,666.60
3,541.60
1,400.00
4,792.50
2,351.25
5,140.80
3,875.60
500.00
200.00
300.00
0.00
3,678.59
540.00
1,000.00
797.61
11,387.77
550.00
0.00
1,584.60
0.00
0.00
404.04
600.00
1,500.00
250.00
6,761.25
3,750.00
7,000.00
0.00
4,500.00
0.00
1,600.00
1,000.00
2,500.00
500.00
3,000.00
895.00
500.00
2,363.80
0.00
4,745.18
3,000.00
4,939.00
4,166.66
4,166.70
10,140.00
1,924.42
2,000.00
10,416.25
3,101.00
5,719.02
0.00
550.00
3,853.76
750.00
2,250.00

(Open Church of Charlotte - see Korean Baptist of Charlotte)

Philadelphia

Pleasant Hill
Providence

Roanoke

Sandy Ridge

Sardis

Secrest Grove

Shiloh

Solid Rock

South Monroe formerly Sunset Pk
Sutton Park

Trinity

Union

Union Grove

Waxhaw

Weddington Community
Weddington-First

West Monroe

Westend

Wingate

Missions:
Freedom Biker Church

Harvest Ministries
Hmong Baptist Church

New Life Brazilian Baptist Church

Real Life South Charlotte
TOTAL

OCTOBER Year-to-Date
752.48 7,059.33
208.34 3,083.40

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
627.05 3,036.71
953.80 10,358.60
0.00 0.00
1,250.00 11,250.00
50.00 500.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 714.11
0.00 2,000.00
0.00 1,000.00
300.00 1,200.00
610.00 2,440.00
0.00 0.00
2,001.43 20,990.71
125.00 1,610.00
0.00 0.00
283.33 2,833.30
0.00 143.53
0.00 755.13
0.00 0.00
0.00 126.56
0.00 0.00
$14,918.46 $210,229.16

A complete financial statement is available upon request.

Account Balances October 31, 2011

Petty Cash

* Checking Account-BB&T

Checking Account-5th 3rd
Total

100.00
37,921.61

12,079.46 Msn Resource Cir.
$50,101.07

Phone: 704-283-8383

DennisL. Burton
Clyde R. Hawkins
Tony D. Medlin

Henry M. Funderburk
Jean K. Rollins
Bessie S. Bent

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 596
1744 Williams Road
MonroeNC 28110
www.unionbaptist.com

Fax: 704-289-1762

Director of Missions
Associate Director of Missions
Bi Vocational Ministries

Coordinator
Mission Trip Coordinator
Administrative Assistant
Secretary




DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Tony Medlin  UBA

Bi-vocational
Ministries
Coordinator
2 Dr. Gene Swinson LifePoint
4 Rev. Kenneth Parsons Supply
7 Mrs. Rile (Jennifer) Baucom Covenant
14 Mrs. Neal (Charlotte) Workman  Forest Hills
15 Mrs. Clyde (Belvin) Hawkins UBA Associate
Director of
Missions
16 Mrs. Don (Ann) Thompson Love
20 Dr. Phillip Hunter Mill Creek
22 Rev. Michael Mullis King Memorial
22 Rev. Eddie Powers Sandy Ridge
22 Rev. Joe Kirkpatrick Hartis Grove
27 Mrs. Ken (Ann) Lida Retired
28 Rev. Tim Helms Central
29 Dr. Steven Jirga Lakeview
29 Mrs. Curtis (Cynthia) Laney Mary Elizabeth
30 Rev. Jeff Smith Hamilton
Cross Roads
s DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
(? ’V« ; ? 1 Rev. & Mrs. Sandy Rogers
(9 Retired
This~/# 1 Rev. & Mrs. Peter Cha
/‘2_.-1(;;1(.('.5 ¥ Open Church
Anniversaries of Charlotte
14 Pastor & Mrs. Victor Sorrentino  South Monroe
17 Rev. & Mrs. Paul Simpson Supply
17 Rev. & Mrs. Richard Myers Oak Grove
18 Rev. & Mrs. Jean Paul Faria New Brazilian
19 Rev. & Mrs. Phil McLean Mtn. Springs
19 Rev. & Mrs. Tim Rogers Ebenezer
19 Dr. & Mrs. Don Bouldin First
Marshville,
Interim
22 Rev. & Mrs. Lamar Price Retired
26 Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Burton UBA Director
of Missions

We would like to extend a special
thank you to our volunteers that

. helped with the preparation and
mailing of the UBA November
Messenger: Janet Starnes, Peggy
Starnes and Bobby Sullivan from New Salem
Baptist Church. If your group isinterested in
helping, please call the UBA office at 704.283.8383.
Thank you for giving your time and making the day
S0 enjoyable.
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Please pray for the congregations of these churches as
they seek God's help in finding new leaders:
Benton Heights, Fairfield, Faith, First Mar shville,
First Monroe, Oakland, Olive Branch,
Sutton Park, Waxhaw

Include in your prayers the “Churches of the Week”
and their leaders listed below:

Dec. 4-10 East Campus Dr. Maurice Henson
Dec. 11-17 Ebenezer Rev. Tim Rogers
Dec. 18-24 El Buen Pastor Rev. Carlos Tellez
Dec. 25-31 Elizabeth Missionary Dr. Osco Gardin, Jr.

Opportunities & Positions

Calvary: Part-time administrative assistant. 3 days,
15-20 hours per week. Send resume to 2518
Lancaster Hwy., Monroe NC 28110, ATTN: REV.
EDDIE PRICE. For more information, call the church
office at 704-283-2677.

Lee Park: Full-time Children’s Director to serve by
directing the Children’s Department (Birth to 5th
grades) to see, attract and win children to Christ, build
them toward Christ-like maturity and equip them to
live for God’s glory and share the Good News of Jesus
Christ. For additiona details, contact Lorraine
Matthews at L matthews@Il eeparkchurch.org.

Trinity: We are seeking a bi-vocationa minister of
worship & music. If interested send your resumeto :
Music Minister Search Committee, Trinity Baptist
Church, 2613 Concord Hwy., Monroe NC 28110 or
tedwrightl@aol.com. For complete job description,
cal the UBA at 704-283-8383.




CHURCH NEWS

Il Ebenezer: Our Adult Christmas
Cantata, The Name Jesus, will be
S AR presented Sun. Dec. 18, 2011, at

P 10:30 am. Our Children’s Christmas
Play, The Greatest Gift, will be
presented Sun. Dec. 18, 2011, at 6
pm. Following the Children’s Play, we will have
finger-food/dessert fellowship.

Freedom Biker: “Will the Circle Be Unbroken”, a
benefit for Melodie Backer, who is battling Stage 4
cancer. A Saturday night of Bluegrass Music, food,
door prizes and fellowship, will be presented Sat. Dec.
3 at 6 pm, featuring Mainline Junction & FBC Praise
Team. Freedom Biker islocated at 5113 Hwy. 74
Monroe, next to Interstate Battery. Please help us help
her by coming out and enjoying good food, music and
fellowship. Donations will be accepted at the event.
Make checks payable to Melodie Backer. If you would
like to donate items for door prizes or for more
information, contact Ken Byrd, 704-292-5550 or
Terry Bowers, 980-395-2516.

Sardis: Our churchislocated at 3602 Unionville-
Indian Trail Road West, Indian Trail, NC. We will
present "Ribbons of Grace: A Christmas Celebration”
on December 10 & 11, beginning each night at 6 pm.
Doors open at 5:15 pm. Everyone is welcomel!

Waxhaw: Our choir will present “ Mary Did You
Know” aChristmas Cantata on Sat. Dec. 10 a 7 pm
and on Sun. morning Dec. 11 at 11 am. Everyoneis
welcome and invited to join us.

West Monroe: “The Streets of Bethlehem”, Sat. Dec
10 & Sun. Dec. 11, 5-9 pm. For more information, call
704-283-2532.

NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST
MEN AND WOMEN
STILL NEED NELP WITH
UKRAINE GYPSYS

The partnership of North Carolina Baptist Men
and Women still continues, and is in need of
help to feed and clothe the gypsy children in
Munkacs, Ukraine. Winter there is very difficult
for these outcast people.

If your church is looking for a wonderful
missions program, and would like to hear

more of the work of Baptist Men in Munkacs,
Ukraine, please call Harry and Vivian Poovey at
(704)289-1144 or e-mail at HVPoov@aol.com.

WMU NEWS

As my husband, Floyd, and | were driving to Munda
Vistato take the 1612 bars of soap you donated to the
Red Boxes, | could not look at the trees and God®
creation without saying, "Thank you, Lord”. | also
thought of each bar of soap and prayed for the one
who would receiveit. It puts mein awe that | know a
group of ladies who are so willing to share and show
God®love to help someone seethelight. | can only
say “thank you”, give God the glory! It means so
much.

Then the king will answer, "l tell you the truth,
anything you did for even the least of my people here,
you aso did for me." Matt. 25:40. Jesus taught usto
minister to people around us. In Matthew 25, He
taught that doing something to meet the needs of
people is doing something for Him.

Mission project: United Family Servicesisin need of
blankets, quilts, or crocheted shawls. They need to be
4 ft. by 5ft. or 4 ft. by 6 ft. Theseitems are given to
abused children for security blankets. Also, they are
in need of small gifts for teenage boys and girls. If you
would like to be a part of this or know someone that
would, please share.

Let®remember the Donna Pittman Christmas Toy
Store, Saturday, Dec. 10th. Pleasebein prayer as
parents hear the plan of salvation that we will see
many converts for Christ.

Let®remember the Week of Prayer for International
Missions and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
Promote in your church to give. Southern Baptist
Missionaries around the world depend on this
offering. It helps them to do what God has called them
to do.

Wishing all aMerry Christmas
Pat Haigler, Assoc. WMU Director
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UBA CALENDAR EVENTS

DECEMBER

Y outh Night at OCC in Charlotte
7-10 pm

8 Christmas Communion & Lunch for Pastors

and Staff at Benton's Cross Roads 10:30 am

L ottie Moon Christmas Offering &

Week of Prayer for International Mission Study

10 Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store

22-28 UBA CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS

25 CHRISTMASDAY

4-11

JANUARY 2012

2 CLOSED FOR NEW YEAR'SDAY
16 UBA Council Mtg. 7 pm
22 Baptist Men’s Day

STATE CONFERENCES
Contact the Baptist State Convention of
North Carolinaat 1-800-395-5102.

Christmas By The Sea Retreat for
Senior Adults
Dec. 5-7 & 7-9, 2011
NC Baptist Assembly, Fort Caswell
For more information or to register call x5646

Christmas will always be for us
A timeto reflect on Christ
The gift God gaveto al the world
Was the gift of Hislife

We know Christmas is not about tinsel
Nor fancy Christmas wreaths
Nor isit about all the decorations
That adorn our Christmas trees

And it’s not about Holly or Mistletoe
Hanging from our doors
Nor isit about the gifts that are left
By thejolly Santa Claus

Christmas is more than al of this
And the only reason why
We celebrate Christ’ s birth together
And the wonder of Hislife

So remember as you celebrate
Just what it’s all about
And invite the Lord to join with you
Instead of leaving Him out

For He will aways be the reason
We celebrate this day
No substitute the world may offer
Can take that meaning away
By M.S.Lowndes ~ 2007

Thelate Dr. Marian Hume wrote the following for the
November 2005 UBA Messenger. Dr. Hume was always
mindful and prayerful of missionary support and
encouraged each of usto be also. She writesin regard to
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and Week of Prayer
for International Missions. Upon finding this letter from
the year 2005, we wanted to share, once again, with our
readers. Many will remember Dr. Marian Hume and her
contributions to missions work within the Union Baptist
Association.

"L ottie Moon would be pleased if she could know
that the request she made in 1893 for money to send
alady missionary to Chinais now amounting to a
million and a half dollars. Most Southern Baptist
Church congregations will be observing the Season
of Prayer for International Missions and contributing
to the “Lottie Moon” Christmas Offering during
December. We need to pray that individuals and
churches will give generoudly to this offering.

This offering provides about half of the funds for
missionary salaries, their living accommodations,
and funds for the supplies that they need in their
work. These dedicated servants of the Lord deserve
our prayers and support so they can reach the most
peopl e possible with the Good News.

As missionary organizations, congregations, and
individual s participate in the Season of Prayer for
International Missions, let us pray that they will
share generously of their means.

PRAY

1. That more churches and individuals will partici-
pate in the Season of Prayer.

2. That peoplewill give generously so that the mul-
titudes of lost people in the world may hear that
Jesus saves.

3. Daily for each of the missionaries featured during
the Season of Prayer.

4. Each day for an international missionary that you
know, have heard speak, or have read about.

5. Pray that you will be willing to spend time pray-
ing for missions and to be willing to give of your
financial means to help lost people hear the mes-
sage, @od loved lost people enough that he gave
His only Son to die that al who put their faith in
Him will have eterna life.©

Submitted by Marian Hume
November 14, 2005




BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Rev. Tony Medlin

Consider this.....

Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons are a time when we as Christians can reflect on our blessings.

We certainly have alot to be grateful for. The loss of blessings can cause us to stop and realize how

blessed we are. Even with all the issues of life, we are ablessed people. | know that every day is
thanksgiving for a Christian. Someone coined the word that applies so well as ‘ thanksliving.’

Gratitude is one aspect of salvation that | have never lost. | realize where | came from and to where God has brought me.
I think if a person loses the grace of gratitude, pride can step into one'slife. So | am grateful that God took a teenager
and called him into ministry. | am grateful for awonderful wife and two great daughters, a son-in-law and one grandson.
Yes, | now understand grandparents and why they are crazy about

grandchildren. | now understand why they are called ‘grand.’

| am grateful for al the people that have touched my life. | am grateful for the three churchesthat | had a

privilege to serve over aperiod of twenty-eight years. All three were great experiences, and | am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve. | feel that | an where | need to be at this point in my life. There is no pastorate or

position that | would rather be than where | am.

| am grateful for the team at UBA. | could not ask for better people to work with. | am grateful for the
business that God has given to me. The day that God spoke to me about opening my own businessis as clear to me as it
was fifteen years ago. God has blessed me beyond expectation.

All I want to say to God and those who touch my lifeisthat | am very grateful.

Clyde's Commentary
Rev. Clyde R. Hawkins, Associate Director of Missions

The last Thursday in November will be Thanksgiving Day. For the Christian, every day should be
aday of THANKSGIVING. Thanksgiving should be an attitude of the heart. God has given us a
full, free and forever salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. He supplies all of our need according to
hisrichesin glory, by our Lord Jesus Christ. He has assured us---- There is an eternal home await-
ing us in heaven---“AND there shall be no more death, neither shall there be any more pain.” We
should be thankful. QUESTION--- “Are you thankful?” What are you thankful for? Someone
has said, “To be thankful means that we admit that we have more than we deserve.” By the grace
of God | am (and you are) among the privileged of thisworld. One third of the people in this world
will go to bed hungry tonight. We have plenty to eat, and clothes to wear, and good homes to live
in, and things we call our own. | believe we will admit we have received more than we deserve. Praise God from whom
all blessings flow.

We, who are saved can say with Paul, “ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable (indescribable) (wonderful) gift.” This
grace gift includes everything from justification to glorification.

“For al that God in mercy sends—
For health and children, home and friends,
For comfort in time of need,

For every kindly word or deed,

For happy thoughts and holy talk,

For guidance in our daily walk
IN EVEYTHING GIVE THANKS’

In Jesus,



UBA CLOSED
for CHRISTMAS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 -
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2011
CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS DAY

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2012

78th Observance
BAPTIST MEN'SDAY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012

Theme: Whatever you do,
doit totheglory of God.

| Corinthians 10:31

UBA Winter Session
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 7:00 pm
Benton Heights Baptist Church

Doctrinal Sermon:
Rev. Joe Stroud (Centerview)

....our wishes for you as
you celebrate Christmas,

Dennis, Clyde, Tony,
Henry, Jean & Bessie

Union Baptist Association

PO Box 596

Monroe, NC 28111-0596
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