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BAPTIST MEN'SDAY
Sunday, January 22, 2012

Join with other churchesin
the 78th obser vance of
Baptist Men’s Day.

Theme: Whatever you do,
doit totheglory of God.

| Corinthians 10:31

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
WINTER SESSION

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012
7:00 PM

Refreshments. 6:00 PM

Benton Heights Baptist Church
1411 Helms Street
Monroe, NC 28110

704-283-5540

Doctrinal Sermon by:
Rev. Joe Stroud
(Centerview)

All messengersand visitorsare
invited to attend.




Dennis Dialogue:

“Beginning Again”

It dways amazes me that another year has come and gone in almost a blink of the eye. | just
get settled into one year and it istime for another. One can be sure that our being so busy and
engaged, that many days go by with us grateful that they have ended. We drag ourselves
home exhausted and glad for the sanctuary of being home again. To be sure 2011 has been a
tough year in many respects and the outlook for 2012 is till up for grabs. But if we are not
intentional about our living we will find ourselves knocking on the door of 2013 asking the
same guestion...Where did the year go?

2012 is agolden opportunity for us. We need see it not so much as a year to endure before the cel ebrations begin,
but as atransition vehicle to move us to the opportunities God will give usto engage in the work of His Kingdom.
It can help prepare us to enter into a new day in the history of man and of our own living. | believethat it is
essential for usto arrive at the year 2012 with a clear sense that God is not only on the journey with us but Heis
leading us on mission. Every day is a unique gift of God, and we need to truly value it for the rare giftitis. |
have on my desk a note pad that helps me stay on track and finish needed tasks. Itismy “To Do List”. The top of
it reads: “To Do: Can Do. Will Do. Must Do. and Deep Do! When | get to thelast position | amin Trouble!

| suspect that all of us, without intentional forethought, will arrive at 2012 with many things undone or left
hanging. We will have even more baggage to carry into the next 365 days of our lives. Infact, | can't think of
anything that would rob us of more joy than to wade into the next page of life weighted down with the burden of
the incomplete. Our minds could be filled with anxiety, guilt, and grief over what we have left unfinished.

Therefore, | proposeaTO DO LIST for Preparing for the Y ear 2012:
What in my relationship with God do | need to bring to the surface and improve?
What in my family relationships, with wife, husband, child, or parent do | need to restore?
Where in my relationships with others do | need to seek reconciliation?
Where in my church do | need to more deeply invest myself?
What in my community, school or neighborhood do | need to take responsibility for?
How can | be an agent of reconciliation, peace, and healing to my world?
How can | make my work more meaningful and productive?
What contribution can | make to enrich the life of a specific person thisyear?
How can | eat less, play more, rest without guilt, and improve my heath?
To whom do | need to express my profound appreciation and gratitude?
And finally: What must | do to live in such away that all that |
believe, love, and honor will be so apparent that
others will seeit without my having to tell them?

| am sure that you will have many other items to add to my TO DO List and they will be even more meaningful to
you. Whatever your list, let me encourage you to plan 2012 well. 1t will never come again and it will go by so
very quickly. Paul had aword for the church at Corinth that seems appropriate: “” And here is my advice about
what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were thefirst not only to give but also to have the desire to do
s0. Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, accord-
ing to your means.” (2Corn.8: 10-11,NIV)

Take advantage of the days of opportunity before you. Spoend them well. Invest themwisely. Cherish their
teachings.

Happy New Year. | pray for God’ s richest blessings on your journey.




CHURCH

Antioch

Austin Grove

Benton Heights
Benton's Cross Roads
Bethel

Calvary

Centerview

Central

Christ

Corinth

Covenant

Ebenezer

El Buen Pastor
Elizabeth Missionary
Emmanuel

Euto

Fairfield

Faith

Faulks

Fellowship

Forest Hills
Foundation

Friendly

Hamilton Cross Roads
Hartis Grove
Hermon

Hillcrest

Hopewell

Howie

Indian Trail First
King Memorial
Korean Baptist/Charlotte

Korean Global Msn. Ch.

Lakeview
Lanes Creek
Lee Park
LifePoint

Love
Macedonia
Marshville-First
Mary Elizabeth
Midway

Mill Creek
Monroe-First
Mount Harmony
Mountain Springs
Mt. Moriah

Mt. Olive

Mt. Pleasant
Mt. Zion

New Hope
New Life

New Salem
Oak Grove

Oakland
Olive Branch

MONTHLY CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2011
NOVEMBER Year-to-Date

CHURCH

166.66
354.16
0.00
1,065.00
0.00
1,475.93
424.90
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
403.58
54.00
0.00
152.03
0.00
0.00
0.00
569.08
0.00
0.00
40.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
663.05
375.00
0.00
0.00
450.00
0.00
150.00
200.00
0.00
50.00
7,000.00
128.00
0.00
461.13
500.00
558.83
0.00
0.00
416.67
416.67
0.00
206.12
0.00
1,048.12
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

250.00
750.00

1,833.26
3,895.76
1,400.00
5,857.50
2,351.25
6,616.73
4,300.50
550.00
200.00
300.00
0.00
4,082.17
594.00
1,000.00
949.64
11,387.77
550.00
0.00
2,153.68
0.00
0.00
444.04
800.00
1,500.00
250.00
7,424.30
4,125.00
7,000.00
0.00
4,950.00
0.00
1,750.00
1,200.00
2,500.00
550.00
10,000.00
1,023.00
500.00
2,824.93
500.00
5,304.01
3,000.00
4,939.00
4,583.33
4,583.37
10,140.00
2,130.54
2,000.00
11,464.37
3,101.00
5,719.02
0.00
550.00
3,853.76

1,000.00
3,000.00

(Open Church of Charlotte - see Korean Baptist of Charlotte)

Philadelphia

Pleasant Hill
Providence

Roanoke

Sandy Ridge

Sardis

Secrest Grove

Shiloh

Solid Rock

South Monroe formerly Sunset Pk
Sutton Park

Trinity

Union

Union Grove

Waxhaw

Weddington Community
Weddington-First

West Monroe

Westend

Wingate

Missions:
Freedom Biker Church

Harvest Ministries
Hmong Baptist Church

New Life Brazilian Baptist Church

Real Life South Charlotte
TOTAL

NOVEMBER Year-to-Date
875.63 7,934.96
208.34 3,291.74

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 3,036.71
1,015.33 11,373.93
0.00 0.00
1,416.66 12,666.66
50.00 550.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 714.11
0.00 2,000.00
0.00 1,000.00
0.00 1,200.00
0.00 2,440.00
0.00 0.00
1,820.05 22,810.76
180.00 1,790.00
0.00 0.00
283.37 3,116.67
0.00 143.53
0.00 755.13
0.00 0.00
0.00 126.56
0.00 0.00

$24,428.31$ 235,682.69

A complete financial statement is available upon request.

Account Balances November 30, 2011

Petty Cash

* Checking Account-BB&T

Checking Account-5th 3rd
Total

100.00
38,618.14

16,240.52 Msn Resource Ctr.

$54,958.66

Phone: 704-283-8383

DennisL. Burton
Clyde R. Hawkins
Tony D. Medlin

Henry M. Funderburk
Jean K. Rollins
Bessie S. Bent

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 596
1744 Williams Road
MonroeNC 28110
www.unionbaptist.com
Fax: 704-289-1762

Director of Missions
Associate Director of Missions
Bi Vocational Ministries
Coordinator
Mission Trip Coordinator
Administrative Assistant

Secretary




JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Mrs. Richard (Nicole) Myers

Oak Grove
Mrs. Tommy (Gladys) Butler
New Hope
5 Dr. David Hayes West Monroe
7 Mrs. Joe (Edith) Larrimore Retired
9 Rev. Peter Cha Korean
Baptist of
Charlotte
11 Mrs. Mel (Heather) Winstead Mt. Moriah
12 Mrs. Tony (Dotty) Medlin UBA
Bi-Vocational
Ministries
Coordinator
14 Rev. Mel Winstead Mt. Moriah
16 Mrs. Donnie (Judy) Gamble  Hermon
18 Mrs. Roy (Freeda) Helms Corinth
19 Rev. Chris Justice Lee Park
25 Mrs. Lamar (Irene) Price Retired
27 Rev. Kendall Pittman Roanoke
28 Dr. David Richardson Faulks

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Rev. & Mrs. Neng Hue Y ang

e
gy

Hmong
/-)___10,1;{,, % 10 Rev. & Mrs. Curtis Laney
Anniversaries Mary
Elizabeth
13 Rev. & Mrs. Eddie Price Cavary
20 Rev. & Mrs. Randy Davis Bethel

INCLEMENT WEATHER SCHEDULE

If Union County Schools are closed dueto
inclement weather, the UBA office will be
closed and all meetings scheduled for the

UBA will be cancelled.

We would like to extend a special
thank you to our volunteers that

. helped with the preparation and
mailing of the UBA December
Messenger: Pat & Floyd Haigler,
Bert Haigler and Vivian Knight from Centerview
Baptist Church. If your group isinterested in
helping, please call the UBA office at 704.283.8383.
Thank you for giving your time and making the day
S0 enjoyable.

Al S
Lri_.,, !

Please pray for the congregations of these churches as
they seek God's help in finding new leaders:
Benton Heights, Fairfield, Faith, First Mar shville,
First Monroe, Oakland, Olive Branch,
Sutton Park, Waxhaw

I ik v
W\, | Prayer
N o

7

Include in your prayers the “Churches of the Week”
and their leaders listed below:

Jan. 1-7 Emmanuel Rev. Frank Barwig,
Interim
Jan. 8-14 Euto Rev. Dale Brooks
Jan. 15-21 Fairfield Mr. Eric Phillips,
Deacon Chair
Jan. 22-28 Faith Rev. Ken Crump, Interim
Jan. 29-Feb. 4 Faulks Dr. David Richardson

Opportunities & Positions

Calvary: Part-time administrative assistant. 3 days,
15-20 hours per week. Send resumé to 2518
Lancaster Hwy., Monroe NC 28110, ATTN: REV.
EDDIE PRICE. For more information, call the church
office at 704-283-2677.

L akeview: is seeking a part-time music/worship
leader. Responsibilities include planning, organizing,
conducting, and evaluating a comprehensive music
ministry. Submit all resumésto LBC Music Search
Team, 4602 Concord Highway, Monroe, NC 28110 or
email to musicresumes@l akeviewfamily.org.

Lee Park: Full-time Children’s Director to serve by
directing the Children’s Department (Birth to 5th
grades) to see, attract and win children to Christ, build
them toward Christ-like maturity and equip them to
live for God's glory and share the Good News of Jesus
Christ. For additional details, contact Lorraine
Matthews at L matthews@Il eeparkchurch.org.

Trinity: We are seeking a bi-vocational minister of
worship & music. If interested send your resumeé to:
Music Minister Search Committee, Trinity Baptist
Church, 2613 Concord Hwy., Monroe NC 28110 or
tedwrightl@aol.com. For complete job description,
call the UBA at 704-283-8383.

United Love Baptist Church in Midland, NC is
searching for an accompanist. For more information,
please contact Lisa Smith at 980-521-0036.




CHURCH NEWS

8l Fairfield: Our annual Chicken/Pork BBQ will be
g8l held on Sat. Jan. 21 from 11 am-7 pm. Cost: $7 per
plate. Each plateincludes: BBQ, slaw, baked beans,
bread and dessert. The Saunders Family and Heather

Jenkins will be singing, 5pm-7pm.

New Salem: The WMU will have an old-fashioned country
supper on Sat. Jan. 2012. We will begin serving at 4pm until 7
pm. Eat in or take-out. Children 6 & under eat free. All proceeds
will go toward our mission programs. A donation of $7.00 will be
taken. Join us for some good old country eating.

Waxhaw: Pleasejoin uson Sun. evening, Jan. 29, 2012, at 6 pm
for a bluegrass/gospel concert by The Hinson Girls.

| truly hope al of you have enjoyed the true spirit of Christmas
this year. We know He is exceptional and gives good advice. He
is God Himself. He istimeless. He does al things well and has
knowledge we can®contain, but we can trust Him and allow Him
to use us.

It has been a busy month, but we have been blessed beyond
measure. We collected approximately 400 hygiene kits. The Toy
Store served 70 familiesincluding 205 children. It still isso
amazing to see the toys and bicycles that are donated. It was
awesome to counsel with some of the parents. They are having
hard times, but to be able to buy toys for their children, gave
them so much contentment. They all left with a smile.

The WMU Council is meeting Jan. 7, 2012, to make plans for the
New Year. Keep usin prayer as we seek God®direction. | am so

thankful for godly ladies that serve with me on this council. | am

also thankful for al of you WMU ladies, and your faithfulnessin
letting God use you. | love al of youl!

Pat Haigler, WMU Assoc. Director

JANUARY ISMAKE YOUR WILL MONTH

E

Your Last Will and Testament can allow you to create “an
ever-flowing fountain” of support for your church and other
ministries. An endowment fund can be set up in your Will
that isjust like an ever-flowing fountain. The gift remains
invested each and every year, and the earnings flow out to
support the Lord’' s work.

“An Ever-Flowing Fountain” isour theme for
2012. Help your members learn that they can
provide a constantly flowing source of income to
support ministry by funding an endowment through
their last Will and Testament.

If you would like more information, please contact the NC
Baptist Foundation at 1-800-521-7334. We have forms for
churches to get bulletin inserts and printed materials. They
also have speakers available. Take advantage of this great
stewardship opportunity.

DRESeAS

One Day makes a difference

Operation Inasmuch isbeing donein 2012 on a
statewide level. On April 28 or May 5 churches across
North Carolinawill participate in projects to meet the
needs of people and to share the love of Christ. These
projects can consist of handyman projects, meal
preparation and housecleaning, visitation of elderly and
infirmed persons and unlimited other ideas. Our goal for
Region 6 is50-50. We want at least 50 percent of our
churches participating and at least 50 percent of the
membership of each church participating. We are not
looking at numbers for bragging rights, we are looking at
numbers because we want to help many people who are in
need.

| am the coordinator for Region 6 and Jim Stubbsisthe
coordinator for Union County. We will be sending you
information about organizational possibilities and
suggestions for projects. We are asking that each church
have a church coordinator for Operation Inasmuch and a
committee to orchestrate Operation Inasmuch for your
church. Y ou could make Operation Inasmuch afunction
of your missions committee, Baptist Men, WMU, or a
specia ad hoc committee. The success of Operation

I nasmuch will be dependent upon the involvement of
the pastor. Hopefully each pastor will promote the cause
and be thefirst to sign up for a project.

Each church will choose its own projects and will have a
project leader for each project. For example, one project
leader may have ateam of 8 people building a wheelchair
ramp, while another project leader will lead a chorus of 12
people singing at a nursing home. We have lists of project
ideas, schedule forms, and report forms that we will be
glad to giveto you.

More information can be obtained on the web at
www.baptistsonmission.org. Click on Projects, then click
on North Carolina, then click on NC Operation Inasmuch.
This page will give you promotional videos, graphics,
information, and asignup form for your church.  Or,
please fed freeto call the Mission Resource Center.

Henry Funderburk, Regional Coordinator
Operation InAsMuch



UBA CALENDAR EVENTS

JANUARY

2 CLOSED FOR NEW
YEAR'SDAY

7 WMU Council Mtg. 9 am @ Hilltop
15 Sanctity of Life Sunday
16 UBA Council Mtg. 7 pm UBA MRC
19 UBA Y outh Council Mtg. 6 pm UBA MRC
22 Baptist Men's Day
24 UBA Winter Session

Benton Heights Baptist

Refreshments: 6:00 pm

Session: 7:00 pm

FEBRUARY

5 Souper Bowl of Caring
5 Boy Scout Sunday
5-12 Week of Prayer & Offering for
Baptist Retirement Homes
Focus on WMU/ Heck Jones Offering and
Week of Prayer
14 Vaentine s Day
20 UBA Council Mtg. 7 pm UBA MRC

13-19

STATE CONFERENCES
Contact the Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina at 1-800-395-5102.

2012 NC Baptist Missions Conference
April 13-14, 2012
Hickory Grove Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC
This missions conference is opento ALL men,
women and students.
To register online, visit www.ncmissions.org.
For more information, call ext. 5613
Registration deadline March 26, 2012
kkhkkkkkkkkk
RAMPIN' UP!
April 28, 2012
Become a part of Rampin@UJp! and help set arecord
for wheelchair ramps constructed in a single day
across North Carolina. Sign up today at
www.ncoperationinasmuch.org. Ramp construction
training isavailable.
Call 877-506-2226 for more information.

*kkkkkkkkk*k

Dear Christian Friends,

| am amazed at what God has done for us this year with the
Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store. He never failsto
provide for the needs of those who ask. God is good all the
time, and we just need to acknowledge Him. The Toy Store
was able to supply the needs of 70 families this year, which
included 205 children. Because of the out pouring of love,
prayers and donations of Toys, along with momentary
donations from many of our local churches, we were able to
supply New Bibles and boxes of food, along with toys and
refreshments for the children and their families. We had 23
bikes and 7 small riding toys also.

We had approximately 100 volunteers this year, with
wonderful Counselorsto offer the plan of Salvation, which is
what the toy storeis all about. We had a couple to accept the
Lord during their counseling, along with some new commit-
ments to the lord. Praise Jesus! Also to our amazement, our
volunteers were presented with beautiful red shirtsto wear
throughout the day, complements of Mrs. Marie Wilkins and
Mr. Mike Pittman. We are very thankful for Oakland and
Lakeview Baptist for their Acteens and Y outh groups coming
in on Wednesday, December 7, 2011 to help price and set up
the Toy Store for us. Once again, God showed us all what we
could do when we work together as a Christian Team. God
said he would never leave us.

A special thank you to the team at the Union Baptist
Association for all their support and help. | also want to
especially thank the Hopewell Baptist team, who joined me
this year, for helping with the clean-up of the Toy Store
room. All we haveto doisto ask in His Name.

Dehronda Jenkins, ateacher who worked with Donna Pittman
at Petersburg Elementary School in Pageland SC, served asa
volunteer at the 2011 Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store,
and realized then that she wanted to start a Toy Store. On
December 3, 2011, she opened a Toy Store in Chesterfield
County, South Carolina and served 21 families. She donated
left over toys to the Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store and
for this, we are very thankful. Thisis proof that the effects of
the Donna Pittman Toy Store are far reaching.

The extra toys from the Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store
were donated to a combined ministry of Mill Creek Baptist
and First Baptist Church Coeburn, VA. Coeburn, Virginiaisa
small coal mining town that no longer mines coal and work is
very hard to find. Mill Creek Baptist will deliver the toys.

May God bless each and every one of you this Christmas
Season. Once again, thank you every one for everything you
did for The Donna Pittman Christmas Toy Store. Hope to see
you next year.

Love Each One of YOU!
Teresa Polk, Toy Store Director




BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Rev. Tony Medlin

Consider this....

In the Gospel's we see the celebration of the birth of Jesus, His perfect life, His death, and resurrection. In

the book of Actswe see Jesus leaving and the Holy Spirit coming upon the church. This beginning of the

church was swift, beautiful and expansive. It would appear the church would overtake and change the
world. But the long and weary war with powers of darkness had just begun. Time would show this battle to be not only
against the outside.

The battle inside the church became worse than the fighting outside. Fear seemed to be winning. Some who had
embraced Christ had "fallen from grace" (Gal.5:4). Some of the church became cold toward Jesus, only wanting

to please themselves (Phil.2:21). Some believers alowed their own pride to cause trouble and jealousy in the church
(Gal. 5:26).

The story of the epistlesisabattle. But it is not just the story of afew passing stormsin the past, but previews of
the turbulence in the present church. Then and now, we are called to "endure hardship...like a good soldier of
Christ Jesus' (Il Tim.2:3). We have been encouraged "to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the
saints'(Jude 1:3).

And there is good news for the faithful "contender"% the Apocaypse. Thank God for the Apocaypse. We can gather
strength from the clear truth that the future victory of Jesusfor His church is based upon His death. "With your blood
you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. Y ou have made them to be a kingdom
and priest to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth” (Rev.5:9-11).

Take heart, church. Whether conflict is on the outside or inside or both, we belong to Jesus. And we know "the Lamb
will overcome them because He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings¥sand with Him [we] will be His called, chosen, and
faithful followers' (Rev.17:14). Jesus calls usto join the group of "overcomers' (Rev.2:7, 11, 17, 26:3-5, 12, 21).

May 2012 be ayear of victory in your life and the life of your church.

Clyde's Commentary
Rev. Clyde R. Hawkins, Associate Director of Missions

A NEW YEAR

One by one the pages on the calendar have been torn off and thrown away. The old year is gone and
the future, a New Y ear and a new calendar, has appeared. Suddenly the future isnow. 2012 is now!
What does this mean to me? What am | going to do with this New Year? What does the future hold?
| do not know, but I do know the One who holds the future and | know He makes no mistakes. Could
this be the best year of your life? Someone has said, “The motto of our life ought to be: “learn from
yesterday, hope for tomorrow, but live for today.” If we will do that, then 2012 could be the best year
of our lives. With Paul, “Let’s forget those things which are behind, and reach forth to those things
which are before, and press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

On January 1, 1785, John Wesley wrote in his journal. “Whether this be the last year or not, may it be the best year of
my life.” That kind of anticipation should fill our hearts and lives as we begin the New Y ear.

“Put Your Hand in God' s Hand”

“| said to the man at the gate of the New Year,
Give me alight that | may treat safely into the unknown;
And hereplied, “ Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the
Hand of God,
That shall be to you a better light and safer way.”
Copied
In Him,



Making Lifefor Older Adults

Partnership Ministry
with the Local Church

North Carolina Offering
for Older Adults

February 5-12, 2012

Goal: $600,000

Focuson WM U Week/
Heck Jones Offering
2012 Goal: $1.3 million
February 13-19, 2012

Emphasis Theme:
“Unhindered”

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so
easly entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before Him He
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews12: 1-2 (NI1V)

Union Baptist Association

PO Box 596

Monroe, NC 28111-0596
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